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We live in a decade that will be shaped by its opening scene: an unprecedented
pandemic, the sudden, inevitable and dramatic effect on markets and the
lasting effects on economies and the people at the heart of them. Political
pressures will change the strategy and behaviour of governments and the
entities which manage their wealth. Those headwinds may also manifest
themselves in changes to approach and standards in regulatory compliance
and enforcement. As sophisticated capital goes to work in this new world and
adapts to multiple changes and opportunities, so it will encounter unfamiliar
problems that will require an entirely fresh approach. After all, credit risk may
look very different, acquisitions may no longer make the sense they once did
and collaborations may not bring the benefits that were anticipated. Novel
economic headwinds, growing nationalism, sophisticated crime technologies
and dispersed workforces, will all contribute meaningfully to a wave of
disputes across the markets and geographies in which sophisticated capital
operate. The winners in the post-pandemic world will be those who identify
and resolve these complex problems quickly and effectively, and the
established mechanisms may not always be the answer.
And so, unfamiliar times call for remarkable ideas.
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Our Services

The future of dispute resolution starts right now.

Designed like no other

Remarkable insights, better outcomes

Law. Reimagined around deals.

RESOLUTION is Avonhurst’s specialist contentious business
that brings together leading practitioners in the resolution of
sophisticated problems, whether through litigation, arbitration
or before regulatory or law enforcement agencies. We provide
distinctive, international resolution and investigations services,
backed by unique advisory solutions and designed for the
new-fashioned world of disputes.

When you combine the best strategic relationships in the fields of
politics, economics, law and capital, you bring a perspective that is
truly unique.

Our ADVISORY team works with companies and investors to
anticipate, understand and navigate a changing world, so that they
can thrive. Our hand-picked team has extensive experience in
analysing geopolitical risk, macro-economic outlooks, political affairs
and deal-specific transactional risk, but there’s more to it than that.
Move over predictive (and predictable) thinking, we’re designed to
talk to our clients about preparedness and opportunity, too.

Our DEALS business comprises top-tier legal practitioners with
decades of experience gained from Magic Circle and leading
international law firms. From our very inception, we wanted to
address the disconnect between traditional charging models and
the value delivered to clients; to eliminate the antiquated billable
hour and provide a more creative, meaningful and relevant approach
to billing. We are fully aligned with our clients’ need for beneficial
outcomes in any transaction and the need to work with all parties
to secure these outcomes. Transaction delivery should be a process
aimed at co-operation, efficient implementation and risk-allocation,
and Avonhurst is structured toward those ends.

We serve the interests of sophisticated capital, banks and principals
seeking to explore eventualities, plot a strategy, find an accord or to
pursue recourse. Our level of expertise, insight and influence is rare
in the market; with us, you have access to the very best individuals,
focused on your world.
Our business re-sets the approach to legal service delivery, with
expert project and process management as standard, flexibility
and predictability in our pricing models and agility in resourcing.
Crucially, we understand the subtleties of complex disputes and
the value of fresh thinking in finding a pathway through, rather than
relying on well-worn playbooks and the conventional interplay of
defence and attack. Inventive, tailored and thoughtful strategies
make all the difference, here.
Our use of forward-facing technologies, unrivalled access to disputes
finance and real collaboration frameworks set us apart as innovators,
operating with a stellar client portfolio drawn from powerful
networks and long-held relationships. Put simply, RESOLUTION
brings together leading practitioners to build a truly all-star team.
Core services include:

RESOLUTION is complemented by revolutionary adjacencies.
Our ADVISORY business conducts original research, including
data-driven analytical frameworks, and assesses the key
macro-economic and socio-political themes that move markets,
impact the global economy and influence transactional success.
Beyond providing insights, whether clients require intelligence,
expert diligence, asset tracing or regulatory and governance
frameworks, we use data and analysis to deliver authentication.
Our DEALS business is a legal services offering built around
the needs of sophisticated investors and parties to high-profile
transactions, such as financial institutions, PE funds and credit funds.
Notably, it is designed with one thing in mind: to make deals flow.
It is supported by a CAPITAL team that provides access to a broad
range of funds and alternative capital providers. Our Capital
Introduction service introduces investment opportunities to
designated sources of capital. Capital Sourcing also provides select
investment funds with proprietary investment opportunities,
whilst our Capital Solutions service advises corporates and
investment funds in the structuring and execution of a variety
of capital transactions.

A truly holistic approach means that we don’t stop at spotting and
highlighting issues. We provide economic solutions, intelligence
solutions and access solutions. You get best of breed research and
scenario analysis of macro themes, risk events and the signposts that
move markets. In turn, that is balanced with imaginative ideation
and a unique talent for spotting fascinating adjacencies, interesting
outliers and hidden influences.
Put simply, we deliver real business advantage, helping you
understand the big picture by framing and contextualising trends,
whilst mapping and assessing risks (and opportunities) along the way.
As such, you can anticipate what’s coming, plan for the long term,
decide where to go next and define how to get there. Our insight,
authentication and outcome-based services include:

Global Political Strategy // Economic Analysis and Modelling
Scenario-Mapping // Human-Source Intelligence
Lateral Thinking and Ideation // Horizon-Scanning
Access Solutions and Intelligence // Expert Dilligence
Artificial Intelligence // Data and Analysis

We supplement our base of experts with a targeted use of
technology and smart insourcing to deliver efficient and effective
services for lenders, borrowers, vendors and purchasers across
markets, asset classes and geographies. We provide expert legal
advice that is commercial, clear and concise, acting for some of the
largest and most sophisticated funds and corporates.
We are a partner-led service that leverages our deep networks to
access wider opportunities for our clients. When you partner with
us, you tap into a powerful network of market-makers and leading
experts without barriers. Our services cover the following areas:

Banking and Finance // Capital Markets // Corporate
Energy and Infrastructure // Real Estate // Regulatory
Restructuring // Tax

Commercial Litigation // International Commercial Arbitration //
Banking and Financial Markets Litigation //
Civil Fraud and Asset Tracing // White Collar Crime //
Regulatory Investigations
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Our Team

Jonathan Bloom
M: +44 (0) 7703 739 125
DD: +44 (0) 207 856 2550
E: jonathan.bloom@avonhurst.com

John Reynolds
T: +44 (0) 207 856 2540
M: +44 (0) 781 804 4504
E: john.reynolds@avonhurst.com

Audrey Koh
DD: +44 (0) 207 856 2555
M: +44 (0) 740 785 4911
E: audrey.koh@avonhurst.com

Paul Martenstyn
DD: +44 (0) 207 856 2525
E: paul.martenstyne@avonhurst.com

Jonathan Bloom is the Chairman and CEO of
Avonhurst. Long recognised as a leading capital
markets and funds lawyer in the UK, Jonathan
established Avonhurst to provide funds with a
range of peerless advisory services, focusing
on law, legislative and political risk analysis and
capital introduction.

John Reynolds is a partner and Head of
Resolution at Avonhurst. Prior to joining, he
spent over 15 years at White & Case as Head of
the London Litigation Department and Global
Co-Head of the firm’s Financial Institutions
Practice, and he was also a partner at
McDermott Will & Emery and Herbert Smith.

Most recently a partner with global law firm
Jones Day, Jonathan was one of the founding
partners of Ropes & Gray in London, and a
leading partner in the high yield team at White
& Case.

John has helped clients resolve complex
problems for more than 30 years and is a
deeply-connected member of the global dispute
resolution community. As a leading figure in the
legal world, he has been involved in many of the
landmark cases that have shaped the litigation
landscape, from the collapse of Lehman
Brothers and BCCI to the nationalisation
of Northern Rock and the Maxwell Fraud.
Over the years, John has maintained a broad
practice, believing that diverse experience
brings benefits in looking at most problems. His
specialist areas of focus include corporate and
M&A disputes, finance litigation, shareholder
disputes, investigations, crisis management,
fraud and competition litigation.

Audrey Koh is a Partner at Avonhurst. She
specialises in cross-border investigations
focused on anti-bribery laws, including the
US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act and the UK
Bribery Act, sanctions, money laundering and
financial fraud, and represents clients in US,
UK and multinational regulatory investigations.
She regularly advises on anti-bribery, anticorruption, anti-money laundering, antifacilitation of tax evasion, sanctions and ESG
compliance, due diligence and related training,
and has represented clients across sectors
including financial services, life sciences &
pharmaceuticals, energy & natural resources.

Paul Martenstyn is a Senior Advisor at
Avonhurst and brings with him over 25 years
of chambers’ experience, where he spent the
last ten years in a senior clerking position.
During this period, he developed domestic
and international client relationships with
the world’s most prestigious litigators and
arbitrators. This led to an approach to become
Managing Director in one of the world’s
leading litigation finance houses, Vannin
Capital between 2018 – 2020. He is the Chief
Commercial Officer of Overture London and a
founding partner of Prosperant LLP, a leading
legal advisory business.

Prior to joining Avonhurst, Audrey practised
at Womble Bond Dickinson, where she was
partner and Head of White Collar Crime &
Investigations. Previously she spent 11 years at
Skadden in London, having also worked in that
firm’s Singapore office.

Throughout his career, Paul has contributed
to thought leadership and has been invited
to present on a wide range of topics in
connection with business development,
marketing & strategy, and innovation within
the legal landscape. In 2020, he was ranked
as a Global Thought Leader in Litigation
Finance by Who’s Who Legal (WWL). His client
service skills, innovative approach, leadership
and professionalism have consistently been
recognised as market-leading by the Chambers
and Legal 500 Directories since 2007.

Jonathan has represented private equity funds
and their portfolio companies, alternative
capital providers, corporate borrowers and
issuers, underwriters, arrangers, and secured
lenders. In addition to his work in high yield
debt, he has extensive experience in structuring
and negotiating acquisition, bridge and
mezzanine financings, and debt restructurings.

John has been a ranked litigator in both
Chambers and Legal 500 for more than 20
years. He has been described as “a titan of the
London litigation landscape” in Legal 500’s
2021 “Hall of Fame”, an ‘esteemed litigator’
in Chambers 2021 and is ranked as a “global
leader” in “Who’s Who Legal // Litigation”.
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Audrey also worked in-house as Director Legal and Compliance at Kerogen Capital and
additionally spent 16 months seconded to the
SFO as an investigative lawyer in the Bribery &
Corruption Division. There, she focused on the
prosecution of complex, multi-jurisdictional
bribery and corruption cases, the negotiation
of Deferred Prosecution Agreements
and successful defence of judicial review
proceedings.

Paul is a well-known figure on the global
legal stage, having presented at events such
as the annual International Bar Association
Conference in Sydney. He is also a co-founder
RCAN, a leading arbitration forum with over
2000 members worldwide, and is first ever
chair of the Africa advisory board of Save the
Children, raising £11.85 million in his year
in charge.
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70 Pall Mall, St James’s, London SW1Y 5ES
T: +44 (0) 207 856 2525
E: contact@avonhurst.com
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